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Agenda 

• Prevention is better than cure (EU Animal Health 
Strategy 2007-2013) 

• Overview of the EU legislation on Animal Health 

• Example of emerging disease control: 2007 foot-
and-mouth disease outbreak in UK 

 



http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/strategy/principles_en.htm 



The Community Animal Health Policy 
(CAHP) 

• Covers the health of all animals in the EU kept for 
food, farming, sport, companionship, 
entertainment and in zoos. 

• Covers wild animals and animals used in research 
where there is a risk of them transmitting disease 
to other animals or to humans. 



The Community Animal Health Policy 
(CAHP) 

• Strongly linked to the EU’s obligations under the 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Agreement 
adopted in 1994 in the context of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO).  

• This Agreement is aimed at minimising the 
negative effects of unjustified health barriers on 
international trade.  

 



New Strategy 2007-2013 

• Adapt the European Animal Health legislation to 
the quick evolution of the world 

• And the quick evolution of the European Union 
counting 27 Member States 

• Scope of the strategy 

• Not only absence of animal disease 

• But critical relationship betwen the health of 
animals and their welfare 

• Pillar of public health and food safety 



From farm to fork 
(de la fourche à la fourchette) 

• Linked to 
public health 
and food 
safety 





Close link between the Community 
Animal Health Policy and Public Health 

• Zoonoses 

• Severe diseases 
affecting meat and 
animal products 
production 

• Early detection of 
emerging diseases 



Animal Health strategy:  
Four main goals 
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Nine policy areas 

• Intra-community trade 

• Preventive measures on import 

• Animal disease control, eradication and 
monitoring 

• Traceability 

• Animal nutrition, feed additives 

• Veterinary medicinal products 

• Research 

• Science  

• Financial aspects 



Four pillars 

• The action plan to deliver the strategic goals 
focuses on four main pillars, or areas of activity: 

 

• 1. Prioritisation of EU intervention 

• 2. The EU animal health framework 

• 3. Prevention, surveillance and preparedness  

• 4. Science, innovation and research 



 



Prioritisation of EU intervention 
Categorisation of animal-related threats 

• Identified threats to animal health must be assessed 
to determine: 

 

• their relevance to the four high level goals of 
the EU strategy; 

• the “acceptable level of risk” for the 
Community; 

• the relative priority for action to reduce the risk. 



Pillar 1: Prioritisation of EU intervention 



 



Pillar 2a: a single and clearer 
regulatory framework 



Pillar2b: developing efficient cost 
and responsibility sharing schemes 
(animal diseases and feed sector) 

 



Pillar2c: Community influence on 
international standards 



Pillar 2d: towards an export strategy 
at Community level 

 



 



Pillar 3a: supporting on-farm 
biosecurity measures 



Pillar 3b: identification and tracing 



Pillar 3c: better border security 



Pillar 3d: surveillance and crisis 
preparedness/management  



Pillar 3d: surveillance and crisis 
preparedness/management (2) 



 



Pillar4a: science 



Pillar 4b: innovation and research 



EU LEGISLATION ON 
ANIMAL HEALTH 

Directorate General Health and 
Consumers –  

Animal Health (Council Directives) 

EU legislation on animal health can be found in the different sections 
of this website: http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/index_en.htm 



Animal diseases – control measures 

SPECIFIC CONTROL 
MEASURES 

• African horse sickness  

• African swine fever  

• Foot-and-mouth disease  

• Avian influenza  

• Bluetongue  

• Certain diseases affecting 
aquatic animals  

• Classical swine fever  

• Newcastle disease  

 

CONTROL MEASURES FOR 
SOME FURTHER EXOTIC 
DISEASES 

• Epizootic Haemorrhagic 
Disease of deer 

• Lumpy Skin Disease  

• Peste Des petits Ruminants  

• Rift Valley Fever  

• Rinderpest  

• Sheep and Goat Pox 
(Capripox)  

• Swine Vesicular Disease  

• Vesicular Stomatitis  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/ 
controlmeasures/ 



Animal diseases – eradication and 
monitoring programmes - surveillance 

• Bovine tuberculosis 

• Bovine brucellosis, 

• Ovine and caprine brucellosis (B. 
melitensis) 

•  Bluetongue in endemic or high risk 
areas 

• African swine fever 

• Swine vesicular disease 

• Classical swine fever 

• Anthrax 

• Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia,  

• Infection with Marteilia refringens 

• Infection with Bonamia ostreae 

• White spot disease in crustaceans.  

 

• Avian influenza 

• Rabies 

• Echinococcosis 

• Transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathies (TSE) 

• Campylobacteriosis 

• Listeriosis 

• Salmonellosis (zoonotic salmonella) 

• Trichinellosis 

• Verotoxigenic E. coli 

• Viral haemorrhagic septicaemia (VHS) 

• Infectious haematopoietic necrosis 
(IHN) 

• Koi herpes virus disease (KHV) 

• Infectious salmon anaemia (ISA) 

 
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/e
radication/index_en.htm 



Animal diseases notification system 
(ADNS) 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/a
dns/index_en.htm 

Operational  objective: 

• to ensure rapid 
exchange of information 
between the competent 
national authorities 
responsible for animal 
health and the 
Commission on 
outbreaks of contagious 
animal diseases. 

• Compulsory for the 
Member States to 
notify primary and 
secondary outbreaks 
of listed infectious 
animal diseases 

Council Directive 82/894/EEC 

Commission Decision 2008/650/EC 



Diseases which are subject to 
notification 

A. Terrestrial animals 
• African horse sickness 

• African swine fever 

• Avian influenza 

• Bluetongue 

• Bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy 

• Classical swine fever 

• Contagious bovine 
pleuropneumonia 

• Dourine 

• Equine encephalomyelitis 

• Equine infectious anaemia 

 

 

 

• Foot-and-mouth disease 

• Glanders 

• Lumpy skin disease 

• Newcastle disease 

• Peste des petits ruminants 

• Rift Valley fever 

• Rinderpest (cattle plague) 

• Sheep and goat pox (Capripox) 

• Small hive beetle (Aethina 
tumida) 

• Swine vesicular disease 

• Tropilaelaps mite 

• Vesicular stomatitis 



Diseases which are subject to notification 

B. Aquatic diseases 
• Epizootic haematopoietic 

necrosis 

• Epizootic ulcerative syndrome 

• Viral haemorrhagic 
septicaemia 

• White spot disease 

• Yellowhead disease 

• Taura syndrome 

• Infectious haematopoietic 
necrosis 

• Infectious salmon anaemia 

 

• Infection with Perkinsus 
marinus 

• Infection with Microcytos 
mackini 

• Infection with Marteilia 
refringens 

• Infection with Bonamia 
ostreae 

• Infection with Bonamia 
exitiosa 

• Koi herpes virus disease 

 



Community Veterinary Emergency Team 

• Experts in the fields of 

• Veterinary sciences 

• Virology 

• Wildlife 

• Laboratory testing 

• Risk management 

• and other relevant areas 

• The experts will be on stand-by, ready to respond 
in animal health situations 

Commission Decision 2007/142/EC. 



2007 FMD OUTBREAK 
 IN UK 

 

Example of the implementation 
of a Council Directive  

Council Directive 2003/85/EC on Community measures 
for the control of foot-and-mouth disease 



2007: Foot-and-mouth disease reemerges in England 





Example of emerging disease control 
Foot-and-mouth disease outbreak 

2007 in UK 

• Friday 3 August 2007 : FMD outbreak in a beef 
finishing farm near Guildford in Surrey 

• All the cattle on the premises have been culled 

• Protection zone of 3 km radius 

• Surveillance zone of 10 km around the premises 

• GB wide national movement ban of all ruminants 
and pigs  



FMD – 2007 UK 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100807034
701/http://archive.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/fmdreview/docu
ments/fmd_2007_review_full.pdf 



Council Directive 2003/85/EC on Community measures 
for the control of foot-and-mouth disease 

Map of the FMD outbreaks  

• Infected premises 

• Control zones (1 km 
radius); not shown 

• Protection zones (3 km 
radius) 

• Surveillance zones (10 
km radius) 





Dating of the tongue lesions 

Thiry, 2007 









Restriction and surveillance zones 



Zones for intra-community trade  





Transmission pathway supported by 
molecular epidemiology 

O1BFS 1860 



In summary, EU control measures 

• Stamping-out of infected and in-contact herds 

• Restriction and surveillance zones: regional 
restrictions on the movement of susceptible 
animals and their products 

• Restricted export area 

• Provisions are made for the use of emergency 
vaccination (not used in this case) 



Thank you again for your attention 


